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This 1s the Way 
jo the Unending Joy 
of Christmas 


MOST REV. LEO A. PURSLEY, DD. 


(5 0p grant you all a happy and holy 
Christmas, for it cannot be one or the other with- 

we , HX h! 
oul ag at we seek for ourselves and wish 
a with each other during these days is 
» fruit of Christian living every day of 
Christmas is a feast of joy precisely be- 
‘s the day when “the grace of God our 
hath appeared to all men,” reaching down 
to deliver us from the unholiness of 
that deliverance, offering us the su- 
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preme happiness of becoming holy, holy enough 
to see and possess forever the All-Holy God. . 

The bright and cheerful colors, the tinsel 
tokens of gladness, the warm sense of well-being 
within ourselves and the generous impulses we 
fee] toward others—these unique manifestations 
of the Christmas spirit are consequences, not 
muses; they must not be permitted to distract us 
from the central truth, the Divine Mystery, which 
ives to Christmas its authentic meaning even 
though all the outward signs of Christmas joy 
wore absent, as they are absent today among the 
homeless people who have chosen exile rather 
than remain in lands where there is no Christmas 


Too often, at least in practice, we mistake 
shadow for substance, the secondary for the pri- 
mary, the incidental for the essential. This com- 
mon failing appears in some features of modern 
Christmas celebration. It is necessary, of course, 
for men to buy and sell, but the Son of God did 
not come into the world to create commercial 
markets and stimulate business. That impression 
might come easily to some benighted heathen who 
wandered into a shopping center at this time. It 
lsa good old custom, of course, to exchange gifts, 
but Christ was not born to burden us with the 
gnnual problem of whether to give, what to give 
and how much to spend “on Christmas.” It is im- 
portant, of course, that we try to get along with 
dur neighbors, but this is a year-round and not a 
year-end activity. God did not become one of us to 
peenete a brief; holiday season of mutual good 
will. é 

These observations may seem sharply out of 
place in their present context. I make them in the 
hope that they may lead us back to the one true 
ind lasting source of Christmas joy, to the deep 
ind abiding conviction that the Mystery of the 
incarnation is not a pretty story of the past but a 
iremendous fact of the present, that the Baby 
born on this day is the Eternal God Whom we are 
bound to worship with our whole being, that the 
ace of His coming is available to us and indis- 
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pensable for us, that the happiness we seek can 
be found only in seeking Him and sharing with 
Him the love that “was made flesh and dwelt 
among us.” 


I: is further evidence that spiritual joy is 
the proper keynote of Christmas that this day was 
heralded by the first song of heaven ever heard 
on earth. Even among the angels it appears to be 
true that when the heart is too full to speak it 
breaks forth in song. The echo of that first Christ- 
mas carol, the beauty of which we cannot imagine, 
has been caught by the Christian poets of every 
age. I have in mind at the moment a homely 
rhyme, such as any thoughtful child might choose. 
It belongs in a Christmas message, because Christ- 
mas belongs to children, young and old, because 
Christmas is the birthday of the Child Who made 
us all the children of His Father. 

“O little road to Bethlehem, 
Where trusting shepherds trod, 

What dignity was thine to lead 
These lowly men to God.” 

The familiar fact that men have always built 
roads is a symbol of our destiny, of our desire to 
reach a goal. There is hardly a human ambition, 
good or evil, that cannot be traced out along the 
highways of the world. In the reign of Caesar 
Augustus, when Christ was born, there were such 
roads: roads leading down to the ports to meet 
ships laden with cargo from distant lands, crowd- 
ed streets along which the merchandise was carted 
to the markets, solid military roads over which 
the marching feet of the Roman legions resouded 
in every part of the Empire. But where did all 
these roads lead? Where today are the riches, the 
power, the glory that men sought along their 
course? The only road to happiness is the road 


_that leads to God. Such was the little road to 


Bethlehem. Great, indeed, is its dignity among 
all the winding roadways of the world} 


Who but men like th ould have heard with simple faith and ready obedience the strange 
thnouncement of the pth ug ge ty "Sg to you in the city of David a Saviour who is Christ the Lord?” 
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And how significant, how much in aarmony 
with the meaning of Christmas, that the first men 
who took this road on Christmas Day were lowly 
shepherds! Here is an echo of words softly spoken 
by the Virgin of Nazareth, lost in the new wonder 
of her motherhood, as she awaited the birth of her 
Son, as she contemplated her own vision of His 
work in the world: “He has scattered the proud 
in the conceit of their hearts. He has put down 
the mighty from their thrones and exalted the 
lowly.” And here is a prophecy of words that 
would ring out from the hill sides of Galilee: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit ... Learn of me 
because I am meek and humble of heart... The 
first shall be last and the last first... He that ex- 
alteth himself shall be humbled and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 


Truty, of all men living in their time an 
place, the shepherds were most divinely favor 
with the high privilege of being the first, after 
Mary and Joseph, to look upon the face of Christ. 
“And behold an angel of the Lord stood by them, 
and the brightness of God shone round them, and 
they feared with a great fear.” Imagine their 
startled eyes, which had never seen even the pass- 
ing wonders of this world, suddenly dazzled by 
the radiance of God reflected in the presence of 
spirits who minister before His throne, Imagine 
their dull ears, attuned to crude and common 
sounds, suddenly filled with the silver voices of 
angelic choirs. O Little Lord Jesus, how you have, 
indeed, exalted the lowly! 

Who but men like these shepherds would 
have heard with simple faith and ready obedience 
the strange announcement of the angel: “This 
day is born to you in the city of David a Saviour 
who is Christ the Lord. You will find the infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a man- 
ger’? The wise men, the powerful men, the men 
who mattered in the affairs of the nation, would 
not have understood, if, indeed, they had broken 
their preoccupations long enough to listen; they 
would not have gone looking for a king in a 
stable; they would not have recognized their God 
in the form of a helpless, newborn child. They 
were too much a part of the world that that 
night and dreamed its empty dreams the 
shadow of death and did not know that the Day 
Star had already risen and Life Itself was born. 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem, and let us see 
this word that is come to pass.” This we can do, 
for the road that leads to Christ is not confined to 
the narrow path that crept down among the hills 
of Judea beyond the town of Bethlehem. It is a 
mysterious road that encircles the earth and 
reaches across it at every point of the com . 
It is the extension of the kingdom of Him Who 
is “the way and the truth and the life.” It can be 
found where the spirit of the shepherds is there 
to follow it, And it leads always, though often 
through tears and trials, to the joy of Christmas, 
the joy of finding, knowing and loving Christ. 
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Most Reverend 
Fulton J. Sheen 


We could never know what God's thoughts are unless He 
told us: some of these thoughts He revealed through the prop- 
hets and the writings in the Old Testament. But we could never 
know the Mind of God in a more thorough manner, unless He 
appeared in this world and lived amongst us. Such is the mean- 
ing of Christmas: “The Word became flesh and dwelt amongst 
us.” 


Our Lord who is the Son of God had two generations 


' | or what we might call “propagations.” One was eternal in | 


the sense that without beginning He is co-eternal with His 
Father. As the visage and its reflection on the mirror are 
simultaneous, as in an earthly family a man does not begin 
to be a father until he has a child, so in Heaven, the Father 
gee Sa Fae did not precede the Son nor the Son the Father. The sec- 
; re. | ond propagation or generation was in time, when the Word 
Bish or the Son of God took on Himself something He never had 
before, namely, a human nature. Hence Our Lerd is called 
both “Sen of God” and “Son of Men.” 


the bosom of the Father and the Temporal in the womb of Mary 
and that is the Propagation of the Faith which is the Holy Fath- 
er’s own society to extend the blessings of the first two propa- 
gations to the 1,400,000,000 pagans who know not this mystery. 
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For all you have done to aid our missionaries, for all 
your sacrifices which have more closely united you to the 
Cross of Our Lord, for all your love of the pagans who are 
stumbling in the dark toward the Light of the world, the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith in the name of the 
Eternal Generation or Propagation of the Word, and in the 
name of the Temporal Generation or Propagation of the 
Word made flesh, wishes you a Blessed Christmas in Christ 
Jesus Our Lord! 


GOD LOVE YOU to N. J. W. Jr. “Enclosed is $10 that I 
was seving toward a slide rule. After consideration | figured 
the Golden Rule would be of more benefit so I’m sending this 
to you to use for the Missions.” ...to R. M. Z. “I was going 
to buy a Bethlehem Stable at school but I’m sending this dollar 
to you so that some person can have it. Maybe it will make 
someone’s Christmas a little better. I am eight years old and 
I'm in the third grade”... to E. W. H. E. S. F. T. M. Every- 
one Who Has Ever Sacrificed For The Missions in this year of 
1956. | 
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In 1957 resolve to pray to Mary daily—on the WORLDMIS 
: | SION ROSARY. For an offering of $2 sent to our ORDER 
! Be } DEPARTMENT you will be able to keep at least one New 
hota toe : Year’s resolution for we will send you the Worldmission Rosary 


A mic Fe : Cut out this column, pin your sacrifice to it and send it 
ces Pa) to the Most Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, The Society for the Propa- 
Pu gation of the Faith, 366 Fifth Avenue, New York Ix, N. Y., 
. ba . U. S. A. er your own Diocesan Director. 
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Editors’ Views on Current Events 


The First Christmas 


Mosr of the * af of — —s 
birth and infancy is taken from spe 
according to St. Luke, who—although he 
was not an apostle or even a Jew—was a 
physician and evidently the best educated 
of the four Gospel-writers. He was a close 
friend of St. Pawl and went with him on 
much of his journeying to and fro in the 
lands of the Mediterranean. 

It is thought, too, that he must have 
spent a great deal of time with the Blessed 
Mother, for he is the only one who gives us 
the story of the Annunciation, of the birth 
of St. John the Baptist, of Bethlehem, to- 
gether with all those intimate details that 
only Our Lady could have supplied. 

He twice remarks that Mary “kept all 
these things in her heart,” evidently to re- 
call them years later for the gifted saint 
and for the inspiration of all who love 
Christ Jesus. 


(; ABRIEL is one of the most import- 
ant of God’s angels. Hence, we call him an 
archangel. There are only two others 
mentioned by name in the Bible: Raphael 
and Michael. But the Annunciation was not 
Gabriel’s first appearance on earth. He had 
previously been sent to explain to the Pro- 
phet Daniel a certain mysterious revelation 
about the promised Redeemer. 

Angels don’t have bodies, but when 
they come to earth on some special mission, 
they generally take human form. Other- 
wise, the person visited might become ter- 
rified at hearing a voice coming from out 
of the woodwork or under the rug. 

In most pictures of the Annunciation, 
we see Gabriel painted with great big 
wings sprouting from his shoulders. But 
that is a little unreal, too. When our Bless- 
ed Mother looked up from her work, she 
probably saw nothing too unusual—a strik- 
ingly handsome youth with a look of heav- 
enly innocence radiating from his face. 

He explained God’s request to Mary 
and then waited for her consent: “Behold 
the handmaid ofthe Lord; be it done to me 
according to thy. word.” 

At that moment, the Savior came to 
earth and took up His dwelling beneath 
Mary’s heart. Of all women, she alone came 
closest to having the power used by the 
priest each day at Mass when, by five 
words—‘“For this is my body”—he brings 
God from heaven to earth once more in 
vigble form. 

It was this same Archangel Gabriel 
who, six months earlier, had appeared to 
Zachary in the Temple at Jerusalem. If the 
Church had a feastday to commemorate 
this event, it would be September 21. 

In Jerusalem at that time there were 
about 20,000 priests. Each had the privilege 
of offering incense on the altar only once 
in a lifetime. Lots were drawn each day 
and then, as soon as any priest drew “the 
lucky number,” he was taken out of the 
running. So this was a great day for 
Zachary! 
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will sound like so many flutes +i.: 
the tones of the organ and the go _ 

Once more the Church j; sing; 
Mary’s that glorious byies 
praise by which she thanked Goq’,”,° 
home of St. Elizabeth. ee. 

As the choir recalls its sonoro 

) u 

phrases, the priest rises in his teenie ) 
vestments and approaches: the altar r= 
puts incense on the coals as Zachary “ 
so many centuries before. And as hoe aid 
the silver censer back and for 7 
altar, plumes of blue fragranc 
up into the cool darkness of th 


th over ‘ 
© 80 rolling 


. . . a Y 
bolizing the prayer of the Chnere hae che 
rises before the throne of Almighty Gog y mi 


It is the most solemn moment of 
official prayer of the Church, and it is fe 
tered around that poor little gir] of Naza 
eth whom God chose to be His own tected 

“For behold,” she had said. “Hence 
forth all generations shall cal] me bleseal 

The Church of God could never over 
look that prophecy. 6 


Desrrre the fairly general nos 
of the first Christmas as found. toca 
stance, in our songs and carols—‘See Ami | 
the Winter’s Snow,” “I’m Dreaming of 
White Chirstmas”—it very seldom snow 
in Bethlehem. The year just seems to ski 
winter as we know it. The late fall merge 
into the early spring. The autumn fai; 
keep vegetation alive on the hills, and eve 
as early as December you will find th 
flowers beginning to sprout. Many yea 
can go by without any snow or ice at a 
It does get cold, but never as cold as : 
does, for instance, in New York or ChicagogmmPe™4° 
In Bethlehem the temperature may gqu'? ®' 
down to 25 or 20 degrees—cold enough, jj 
the loosely built houses of Palestine’ 

Again, when we Americans speak of 
house, we think of six or eight rooms @ 
two floors. But in the Bethlehem of Oy 
Lord’s day, a house meant one room sery 
ing as parlor, dining room,. and kitchen 
At night it was the bed-room for the whol 
family. Mats or mattresses would be spreaf 
out and then everyone would lie dow 
fully clothed. 

It is likely that Mary and Joseph.coul 
have had access to quarters such as thesd 
After all, Bethlehem was their hometowr 
that is why they were there—so tha 
doubtless had relatives in the town. Be 
sides, as Father Prat writes in his “Jesu 
Christ,” the people of Bethlehem were ne 
monsters. The East has a long tradition ¢ 
friendliness and hospitality to strange 
but especially to friends and relatives. 

But St. Joseph wanted privacy for ou 
Blessed Mother and, with the town 
crowded, that was a luxury almost impo 
sible to obtain. 


The mystery of the Virgin Birth con 
tinues through Christmas Night. Thoug 
He was conceived without a human fathe 
(it was a miracle), Jesus developed f 
nine months within His mother and themgm,,; ;. 
again miraculously, He passed through he 
body like sunshine falling through a wi 
dow. Later, ‘we shall see Him leave ¥ 
tomb, body and all, without breaking ¥ 
seals. We shall see Him enter the UD} 
room, passing through the door wit 
opening it. 

“He came forth like a shaft of Hen 
like a ray of the sun,” says Bossuet. 4 
mother is astonished at His sudden appé 
ance. There are no cries at this childbirt 

violence. Miraculously °c 
yet more miraculously 0 
t it even more 
of a virgin We 
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¥, Talk of Many. Things . . 


God Chose to Become Man Through a Woman 


4 | ee | DALE FRANCIS 


£T eyatum ife, Barbara, our daughte | 

uR family—my; wee. gnter, ‘ God, being all powerful, could have become man: 
Ov our son, Guy, and Pei tr a blessed Christ- more dramatically. He could have appeared as a man in 
Me glled with an understanding of the wonder of the full maturity. But He chose to become man through 4 
a ty. woman and so paradise lost through the women Eve was 
oo regained through the woman Mary. The redemption of man 
was channelled to the world through the womb of a Jewish 
girl, chosen out of all ages by God to be thé mother of 

His’ ohly-begotten Son. ‘ 
Those who are not Catholic and who wonder why so 


HE wonder of Christmas is that God made Himself 
. a tiny infant in Mary’s arms, trusting Himself 
pless 1y to her care, just so He might restore to man 
om 4 eat man never deserved by his nature and tossed 
gift wee ‘++ was given to him, 
way trouble with many Christmas nativity scenes is 
at the Infant Jesus more like a child than like a 
vey os » reality was far more wonderful. Here was a tiny 
pby. sat was at once True Man and True God but 


nf life th | ' 
t of 1 . helpless, completely dependent on His mother. 


think, if they could really picture the 
scene of the Nativity. If God trusted her 
so much is it strange that those who love 
Him most should trust her, too? ° 


Tas will be our first Christmas 7 
away from the United States. Christmas 7 Jia 
J 0 T; “« sag vague is not like Christmas at ~ #2 

. Tadv ur Limes ome. The poinsettas in our yard are in 7 
Mt Lad ) AN full bloom and that is the only familiar 


sign of Christmas. 


On Christmas eve, the people eat a 
late’ dinner. Then those who are good 
RT. REV. MSGR. JOHN S. KENNEDY 


Catholics make their way to the church 
for midnight Mass to celebrate the won- 

vad of. the Nativity of Our Lord and . 
aviour, —= 

But Christmas morning, the children — 
do not wake to wonder what Santa Claus may have brought 
them. Santa Claus is something of a stranger, only begin- 
ning to make an impression on the children because of 
U.S. influences like motion pictures, records and children’s 
books. In Havana, there was a Santa in a toy store win- 
dow, talking with bashful little children and in the Christ- 
mas decorations the jolly old fellow of back home Christ- 
mases is sometimes pictured but in the country towns, the 
children aren’t much interested. 

It is January 6th that is the day of excitement for these 
children. On this day, three men on horseback, wearing 
beards and garbed in the colorful robes of the east, will 
ride into San Miguel, bearing gifts for the children, just 
as the three wise men brought gifts to the Infant Jesus. 

But there won’t be many gifts for the children here. 
Christmas comes in what Cubans call the dead season. 
There is little doing in the sugar mills, many men have no 
work at all. In the little palm thatched bohios, parents 
have a hard time getting food enough for their children. 

So this Chirstmas day, pause for a moment and re- 
member all the little ones of the world for whom there 
will not be presents and say that beautiful prayer, “Jesus, 
friend of little children, bless the children of all the world.” 


T HERE have been many books about one or another 
! the apparitions of Our Lady in the nineteenth and 
ventieth centuries. There have been a few books which 
we attempted to treat all of them. But there has been 
sbook quite like Rain For These Roots by Michael J. Cox, 
is (Bruce. $3.75). Father Cox’s purpose is to examine 
detail the three principal apparitions, those at LaSalette, 
urdes. and Fatima, show their relationship, one to an- 
er. and set them against the climate of thought and the 
stern of action prevailing in the world. This is a con- 
| siderable task, but the author has brought 
it off very well. 
There is nothing casual or arbitrary 
about heaven’s intervention in human af- 
fairs. It occurs in divinely precise response 
to a situation and a need. Our Lady’s ap- 
pearances at the three places mentioned 
above were in judgment on, and in warn- 
ing to, mankind at crucial points in the 
; course it has been following in our time. 
4 That course has been one not just of 
| wrong-doing; sin has been committed 

since the moment of Adam’s fall. It has 

i. Kennedy ¢¢0 also, and more fatefully, one of 

; turning away from God in final abandon- 
ent, and turning to the world as the ultimate human 
stiny, 

There is a great deal of difference between a person’s 
peated failures to treat another with perfect justice and 
larity, and a person’s deliberate determination altogether 
) disregard another and proceed on a sheerly selfish basis, 
hatever the consequences to the other. Much more mark- 
i and consequential is the difference when mankind as 


A great many readers have written to ask if we 
could tell them how they might learn more about the lay 
missionary movement. Away as we are from the United 
States, we don’t have ready access to all the information. 
If there are lay missionary movements that want to use 
this column to reach interested people, I'd be glad to have 
them write to me. 

We do have information on the Grail Institute for 
Overseas Service, a training for American girls who wish 
to work as lay missionaries, 

If you are interested in information then write 
to Janet Kalven, Grail Institute for Overseas Service, 308 
Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn 5, N.Y., for more information. 


often Catholics seek the arms of Mary would not do so, I © 
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WILL YOU HELP. 
. NOW TO BUILD 


THE CHAPEL AT THIS 
TRAPPIST ABBEY? — 


To the untold num- 
bers of charitable 
contributors who 


eternally grateful. 
The accomplishment 
to date is beyond all 
worldly concept. As- 
suredly, God will re- 
ward you. 


Now we have started 

on the crowning 

achievement of our 

Southern crusade, 

the permanent 

Chapel of Our Lady, 
which will complete the cloister. We need 
your continued help. Father Abbot mod- 
estly estimates that he needs only a few 
thousand dollars te commence this work. 
He also feele that he will need only 4 
thousand dollars a month for several 
years to keep going. 


. The Monks themselves furnish all the 
LABOR. It seems a pity Our Lady's 
work should be in any way held back 
when it is the small costs alone that 
impede the work. 


‘The Trappists have won the love and 
affection of their neighbors in the Suoth 
by their simple lives of prayer and work. 
These good friends are mostly not of our 
Faith, and can hel 
cially. Won’t you please, therefore, 
tinue to help, even if it be only «4 

widow's mite, by sending your contribu- 

tion direct to Father Abbot? 


very little finan- 
con- 


Rev. Father Abbot 

Our Lady of the Holy Ghost 
Trappist Monastery, P. O. Box 144 
Conyers, Georgia 

Dear Father Abbot: 


Please accept my donation enclosed 
help in completing Our Lady’s Abbey 
Conyers. 


Name 


Address 


City 


ov BRR BO. noccscnccccneed 


$4,000.00 FOR 5c 


Old Money 
WANTED 


$4,000.00 for 1913 Liberty Head Nickel. Uncircu- 

lated Dollars 1804 to 1839, 1893-8, 1895-P, 

1903-0 pay $100.00—$5,000.00. Certain dates— 

Small Cents before 1915—$325.00; Dimes before 

1917 — $2,000.00; Quarters before 1924 — 
Dellars bef 


—$500.00 
1,000.00, Canadian Coins — 1921 — 5e Silver, 
50.00. 1889—Dimes—$25.00. 

00. —50e—$200.06. W 


whole elects the second way where God is concerned. 
hat is the history of our era. 


This Father Cox demonstrates conclusively. He sur- 
ys the tides of philosophy, of social ideals and behaviour, 
politics—in short, the ideas and the performance of 
ind, to show that there has been, at first, a drift and, 
sequently, a drive in the direction of gross materialism 
Md sterile secularism. | 


it is in answer to the radical, indeed disastrous, Lf ay 
“heness of this process that Our Lady has made dra- | 


$5.00 WILL MAINTAIN A 


. 


tie contact with’ representatives of our race, incisively 
red the errors dominating and deluding men, put us on 
tice of calamities in chastisement of godliness, summon- 
Us back to God and’ godliness, called for prayer and 


“shee, and held out hope on the basis of a change of 
att and conduct, 


, This thesis is argued cogently and, with a considerable 
. a of literary distinction: The three apparitions (or 
~ ° apparitions) are vividly described, and their signifi- 

and pertinence to the times lucidly spelled out. Here 


Japan Needs Native Priests 


WEE 
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In our Divine Word Seminary at Nagoya, Japan, we 
have a number of students preparing for the priest- 
hood. MANY ARE VERY POOR and need financial 
help to continue their studies. 


. 


peck Which, though quite as conducive to devotion as 

Y another, goes beyond all the works dealing with 

Ores singly or collectively, to define the role 
Lady in this period of history. 


for sponsoring @ student 
weeks, 


Atoysws CROFT has had the happy inspiration of 
bie Osether under the tile The Mystery of Christmas 
“. $2.75), excerpts from the Scriptures and the lit- 


the lite passages from two of the finest recent studies 
© of Christ—those of Abbot Ricciotti and Father 


The result is a boo ; 
k without an irrelevant word, much 
me shace strikes a false note..The Gospel story stands 
orned, untampered with. The two great scholars 
tthe] 2! the information which scholarship has 
ired writings te tan , rather than distracts | 
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HE coming of Christ has been 
expressed in many beautiful ways. 
It has been painted with great dig- 
nity and glory. It has taken nobie 
form in stone and wood. Again and 
again the world of music has of- 
fered the story in some of our most 
loved and familiar music. 
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© give new meaning 
to the importance of 

d becoming Man. Mothers and 
athers face the challenge of making 
the story significant to their children. 
Like others, our family accepted the 
allenge to make the real meaning 
of Christmas important. Let me re- 
> our plan to emiphasize the Chris- 
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Each figure required the following: 
the Sunday newspapers, about ea 
uart of wail paper paste, scissors. 
lots of little hands to cut and tear 

c Tags and @ wood- 
en base consisting of a 20-imch piece 
of I” x 2” nailed upright on a piete 


£ plywood about 15° x 15”. We next 
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The children placed eve ef their gifts beside the manger fer the night 
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Was a great experience 
the expected C 
and evergreens, 
and an angel 
verhead. the whole 
sceme took om a sense of realness to 
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Our Blessed Lord alway. ...._° 
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is not the happiness ¢},;; man 
world strive for when React of 
piness in power, domina:;, 
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Christ calls for poverty dq:,, 


At ral 


meekness, sincerity, ani... 
conquest of self. 
At Christmas the }..-.. 
thinks of péace, joy. serena. 
plation of a blessed ov 
Christ Himself never 2+ 
kind of unhampered freai, 
on earth. He did not prom: 
His apostles. They wowla ui. 
cuted and put to death pr. 
His infant days, Christ was ;, 
of strangers, a displaced nor, 
victim of persecution ang x15 
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HE marvel of the Incary: thout 
is precisely the fact that God ch : 
have been willing not merely 
leave the tremendous iov of 
heavenly peace, but to identif; 

self with a f ar 

tudes. He did not disdain + 

an infant in t | 
to demand the attentions of 
mother throughout H 
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There is no real peace if there 
real justice. ““B! 
hunger and thirs 
state of happiness th2° 

placent about the existing 
prosperity. It is a restessl 
holy discontent with tuné 

are, because they cou:c of § 
better. If there is injusuc 

justice is umbearabie, 1! wit 
the person. who has the m" 
Christ. who has the true \" 
spirit. 
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HRIST was restless, ! thful? 
kind. Since : 


. This, to me,» 
of Christmas. 
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A Lion's 
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| | HERE has been a good deal of talk 

“iv about the role of the layman in 
ont rch, And because the talk is recent 
"i Smetimes assumed that the role of the 
: an i also something new, One some- 
sage the impression, listening to talk, 
rs new revelation has come to us from 
{ oa that goes like this: for many cen- 
“ag priests and Religious were the 
it is now time to become somewhat 
sadminded, to depart from our tradi- 
4) policy, and let the layman in on 
oq ¢ the secrets. It is almost as though 
Mi had changed His mind about the lay- 


U 


ais. 


snart from being nonsense this im- 
aon give the layman a confused 
tion of his own status. He may think 
t the Church has gone on very well 
thout him all these years, but is now in 
pinch and is calling on him for assistance. 
ch an attitude could have one of two 
wits: either the layman will jump to the 
<eye with an enthusiasm that is sincere 
+ ant to be erroneous, Or secondly, he 
1) harden in his indifference. I would 
ke to dispel the danger of these and sim- 
by notions by recalling. two facts: one a 
vtrinal, the other an historical fact. 

doctrinal. In the Church’s 
layman has never been 
any way an ‘ordinary’ or ‘inferior’ type 
Catholic. He may be distinguished as one 
h 
a 


tee 
ressiON Mla) 


+ . 
rirsi the 


ind. 60s« tne 


sho does not have a vocation to be a priest 
Religious” but he cannot be defined in 

is negative way. Before God we are not 
led “hierarchy” “priests” and 
We are all primarily children of 

We are all part of the Church be- 

e the Church is primarily the commun- 

f those who have the same faith, the 
ope and the same divine love for. 

d and for one another. The Church is 
e total Christ. It is the body of which we 
e all members. The life, in any body, is 
% more In one member or organ than in 
other; it is everywhere, although differ- 
it members have been assigned different 
es; some direct, others execute: some 


tle to Rome. In St. Paul’s own words, from 
just the Epistle to the Romans: “Greet 
Prisca and Aquila, my helpers in Christ, 
who for my life have risked their own 
necks .. . Greet Mary who has labored 
much among you... Greet Tryphaena and 
Tryphosa who labor in the Lord. Greet my 
beloved Persis . . .” To Titus, Paul said: 
Help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on 
their way, taking care that nothing be 
wanting to them.” 

Let it not be said therefore that the 
role of the layman is something new. He 
has always had a lion’s share of God’s work 
to do. The courage and sanctity of lay 
apostleship is part and parcel of the 
Church’s life. Can we forget the great lay 
martyrs of the early Church? The heroic 
fortitude of the crusaders in defense of 
Christendom ... Particularly in times of 
persecution have the laymen stood their 
Church in good stead. Thomas More count- 
ed it a small thing that his head should roll 
for his faith, There were many Thomas 
Mores in the Japan and China of the 17th 
and 18th centuries; during the persecution 
of the Irjsh Church; during the French 
Revolution; in the time of the czars of Po- 
land; in more recent times in Russia, Mex- 
ico, Germany and Spain. 


H owever. we must not pretend 
that the lay apostolate now is to be an exact 
replica of the same apostolate in the past. 
Formerly the layman could do his part 
within the framework of a Christian so- 
ciety. He could do it naturally and spon- 
taneously. Today this is no longer true. 
The split that has divided society into two 
distinct camps of atheism and faith renders 
his task infinitely more difficult. More 
courage and training is required. The lay 
apostolate must be organized, as it has well 
begun to be, along new lines with new ob- 
jectives in view. 

Today more than ever before the Lord 
needs a strong, enthusiastic, deeply con- 
vinced laity. Thousands will never hear of 
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Not in recent years have you 
seen such a worthwhile, appeal- 


have written this one’ 


edited by EUGENE S. GEISSLER 


A collection of valuable, down-to-earth 
lessons and recommendations by eight 
co-authors who share their training 


and experience in important phases 
of family life. 


rewarding and reflect jn happier, 
healthier children 


Him unless they introduce Him; thousands ing 
will never give a thought to their Redeemer life. Beyond that, all eight co- 
unless the lives of the laity inspire such authors treat vital phases of fam- 
thoughts; thousands who have stayed away ily life from conception to young 
from Him will never find their way back . ulthood —_ a basically Chris- 
unless the laity points the way; thousands ae VeOCre 

who are groping for an answer to their At the’ same time they con- 
spiritual problems will never see the light tribute pane of pe oo 
unless it shines through the laity. me ee eer gu 


The eight contributors include 
five mothers, two fathers and 
one priest. The seven families 
(at this writing). number a total 
of forty children. 

Be sure your Discussion Club 
knows about this new book. The 
outlines and texts are ideally 
suited for study groups. 


ONE DOLLAR PER COPY 


Five or more, 90c each postpoid 
25 or more, 70¢ each, plus postage 
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form, others decide. Beyond that. all eight. co 

Just as the merits of a football player 
not determined by the position he plays 
i} rather how he plays his position, so 
) one is not more or less a Catholic be- 
use he plays a different role. The lay- 
en is a vital part of the Church’s great 
‘x in the world just as priests and bish- 
§ are they have a job to do;.a task to 
form; a mission to fulfill which no one 
e can do in precisely the same degree of 
‘eclion as they, It is theirs alone. Every 


parents in everyday worries an 
problems they share today. 

You are bound to benefit by 
reading this new 155-page book. 
It should help you to a better 


man ought to ask, with some of that 
mine terror and faith St. Paul had when 

Was struck from his horse: “Lord what 
it thou have me do?” 

Coming now to the historical point, we 
st remember that this has always been 
: mind of the Church, Consequently 
: = always been a lay apostolate, a 
ad the layman, a Catholic Action or 
vn _ you may choose to call it. At all 
ved of history, the laity have been the 
ure of the Catholic spirit. As Pius XI 

in 1927: “What-could Peter and Paul 


mane Without the cooperation of the’ 


Nw? The latter received the word of 

a Revelation and took it to their 
cay prayed, worked and suffered with 

ean olate. In 1929 he said: “This ‘lay 

we Teaches the intimate life of ‘the 
“n itself, because its origin goes back 
first era of the apostles.” 


i - first person we meet in the Acts 
Apostles ‘is a lawyer named Gama- 


iis tall to the Jewish Sanhedrin was 
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Christmas 1956. 


(Continued from page 4) incentive to mil- 
lions of people to do likewise, to strip 
themselves of comfort, of wealth, of posi- 


tion and to give themselves to relieving, 


mankind’s misery. The peace of Christ is 
something far deeper than mérely an ex- 


‘ternal peace, a surcease from fighting. It is 


the’ health of society, the deep sense of 
going in the right direction in the conquest 
of. human misery and injustice. As long as 
there is sin, there is injustice; ‘the curing 
of man’s basic revolt is a far greater task 
than eliminating the effects of human sin- 
fulness, which are strife, war, death. The 
basic cure of man’s illness is to.get man’s 
mind and heart and soul aright, to re-di- 
rect it on God’s pattern. Our first task is to 
recognize this basic human misery, to face 
suffering in a realistic way, to see in it a 
great occasion for redemption. 

Christ: in the crib is the real Savior of 
the world. He promises His peace to men 
of good will. 


General Gordon 
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YOU WERE AT FIRST. BL 
THE TRIP WAS LONG. Yc) 
GREW MORE AND Morr 


pa SLEEPy 
UNTIL 


YOU LEFT CAESAREA AT es 
NIGHT AND YOU HEADED INLAND 
TOWARD JERUSALEM. 
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S; BUT UNDER RUT THEY SAY THAT 1S TRUE..EVEN 
HE ROMANS EVEN HEROD |S THE NON- CHRISTIAN 
EROD NOW AFRAID TO ATTACK JEWS REVERENCE ‘ 


AD 
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iT WAS A FORTIFIED CITY EV 
BEFORE THE JEWS, UNDE! 
DAVID, CONQUERED IT. DAV 
MADE IT HIS 
OWN CITY 
Lee es : AND THE THEN IT IS 
CAPITAL. CHRIST'S CITY, 
mg” FOR CHRIST, NOT 
Bi HEROD, IS THE DE- 
SCENDANT OF . 
DAVID. 


RULES IT, AND \ THE APOSTLE THE HOLINESS OF q 
IEROD IS NO JAMES WHO HEADS JAMES. THE FORME : 
FRIEND OF THE CHURCH IN HEROD EXECUTED 
CHRIST. JERUSALEM. JAMES, THE BROTHER 
OF JOHN, BUT THE 
PRESENT HEROD 
DARES NOT TOUCH 
JAMES, THE REL- 
ATIVE. OF THE 
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ph Sa RULE JERU- } THIS CITY, IT WILL COUNCIL WAS HELD IN NEXT TIME? 


ae SALEM? _f ALWAYS BEAN IMPOR- |] JERUSALEM. AND IT WAS]. 
epee \ TANT CiTY TO THE HELD TO DECIDE HOW 
ieee \ MUCH OF THE OLD 
oh JEWISH LAW WAS 
aie Bz BINDING ON 
Bas | tn Wee CHRISTIANS. 

Bes? }} . ‘te ) 


wr a je i A 
’ v, a 
~ ru A 

mei M 
~ — = 


rs a 2e ¢ peace + s y : i 
ein, Pat baer, ea ' : X R 7 ae : 3 “4 
tee. ee Se ae 3 : Et 
q Y gee’ whe : ‘ . = 25 > 
* ¢ , a ¥ b. , . F b ip er* ae 
* ae , im 7 & 4 ¢ : ; “ ot 
re } af ‘A ,'. Vv, - 4 ; é - 4 ; 
ow = 7 7 AL 


, Le ie 
* 
ae (| 


Se SESS THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM. 


‘YOU THINK ITS ALL YES. HE HAS A Coup 
RIGHT TO MOVE HIM NOW, # BROKEN RIBS, LE OF 
FATHER ® i 


BUT HE’ 
RIGHT IF WE TAKE pet OS ALL 
IT EASY. 
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_ Artist Rick Hackney 
EASY, NOW/ HE’S PRETTY 


{ WEAK, MY GRANDMOTHER'S 4 
mer, fof | BUSTLE! I COULD GET UP =} 
4 | fen, RIGHT NOW AN’ DESTROY 
| / $a YOU, EMMET WOOD/ 
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ONLY IMA YOU'RE ALMIGHTY 
MIGHT INDISPOSED CANTANKEROUS, AND 
JUST NOW. THAT'S A FACT! 
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THE BUS OU DID A GOOD HERE WE ARE, FOLKS. THERE’S 
DOCTOR. my JOB GETTING 4 DONT THANK ME, JUST/| NO ONE 
L_ THEY THROUGH. oN CONTRIBUTE TO— HERE! 


IT’S THE STORY OF MY LIFE, DOC. 


IF 
I'D INVENTED THE WHEEL, I‘D HAVE BEEN JD 
THE FIRST MAN IN HISTORY TO BE 

RUN OVER. ,ieeeae : 
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EVERY CHRISTMAS. THEY MAKE ME 
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The Tiniest Xmas Tree 


Is there anything more 
fun than opening presents 
you find under the Christ- 
mas tree with your name on 
them? Bright colors, ribbons, 
gay tags almost shout that 
those who gave them to you 
love and care for you. 


Have you done your 
Christmas shopping in a 
spiritual way? What pre- 


sents have you tucked away 
in the closets of your soul, 
waiting to put them under 
the tiny Christmas tree in 
your heart. Christ will find 
them there when He comes 
to you in Holy Communion 
on Christmas day. 

This is a late date to be 
talking of Christmas shop- 


ping. Spiritual Christmas 
shopping isn’t done in 
crowded stores. Every good 


thing you did all year; every 
time you put a couple of 
pennies in the poor box; 
said a prayer for all people 
everywhere who do not love 
Christ: obeyed your mother; 
told God how wonderful He 
is—these and~the other good 
things you did during the 


Mother of Light 


r HE little Maid of Nazar- 


eth 
So pure and spotless white 
Had come at last to Bethle- 
hem 
~—The world was wrapped in 
night. 


The sleeping town was 
crowded | 
No room left in the inns, 
So Christ was born within a 
cave. 
To save men from their sins. 


But Mary knelt before her 
Child | 


Frraptured at the sight! 
e had brought forth 


her 
And borne the world—its 


year are your presents. 
What kind of presents has 
Christ got for you? Well, 
He said, “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” If 
you look sharp you will no- 
tice some of the wonderful 
things that He gives you for 
being faithful to Him. 
Usually they are not some- 
thing you can see or touch 
or hear. But just because 
you can’t see them doesn’t 
prove they aren’t there. He 
and what He does for you is 
as real as the joy you feel 
bubbling up inside you. 


Answer these questions: 


1. Was Christ born on 
Christmas Day for all the 
human race? 


2. What song did the an- 
gels sing on the first Christ- 
mas? 

3. Be sure and tell Jesus 
which present you like best, 
Things to do: 

1. Make up a song for 
Christmas using your own 
words. 

2. Persuade the members 
of your family to build-a crib 
for your home—everybody 
can help. 

3. “X” is Greek; it’s pro- 
nounced “ch” ‘and the 
Greeks often use this to 
mean Christ, so Xmas equals 
Christmas. 


re 


Quote of the Week 


“Gory to 


God in the highest; 
and on earth peace 
to men of good will.” 

—Liuke: 2:14 


Si. Nicholas 


D OESN’T the very word 


‘Christmas give you a nice, 


happy feeling? It is a beau- 
tiful holiday and one that 
cannot be happily kept alone. 
Christmas must be shared 
with others in order to be 
fully enjoyed. Do you know 
that Christmas is a holiday 
that is kept the world over? 

I know you have all heard 
of St. Nicholas. He was born 
in Asia Minor in the fourth 
century of rich parents. St. 
Nicholas would not accept 
his parents’ wealth for his 
own use, but gave it to the 
poor, instead, to make them 
happy. While he was yet a 
oung man he was elected 

ishop. If you were to see 
an old. picture of him, it 
would show him dressed in 
red embroidered robes lined 
with soft white fur. St. Nich- 
olas is the special saint of 
school boys in many coun- 
tries. He became associated 
with giving presents to good 
and ;deserving children. 

The -story of St. Nicholas, 
who was the patron saint of 
Holland, came to America 
with the Dutch when New 
York was called New Ams- 
terdam. The early Dutch set- 
tlers named their first 
church in his honor. 

Through the passing years, 
St. Nicholas’ name _ kept 


. changing gradually until it 
became Santa Claus. 


The Christmas F lower 


Many legends have been associated with Christmas 
and handed down through the years. We have a beautiful one 
about the Christmas flower that we think you will like. 

One Christmas Eve long ago, a tired workman was coming 


home from work. As he walked along, he suddenly met a 
little child who was covered with snow. He seemed to be 
lost. The child was wet, cold and crying because he was 
unhappy. The workman picked up the child and carried him 
to the very modest house where he lived with his wife and 
children. The workman’s wife was very pleasant and made 
the child welcome. She gave him a lovely smile, 

_ Being quite poor, the workman could not afford to buy 
his family more than a few Christmas presents. The work- 
man’s children, however, shared their meager gifts with the 
child. When bed-time drew near, the children made ready for 
bed. Suddenly, the little child grew tall. A bright shining 
halo circled His head. The workman’s wife cried, “See, chil- 
dren, it is Our Lord!” Then the stranger disappeared. ~ 

On Christmas morning, the workman and his family went 
out to see if they could find a trace of their-visitor from the 
night before. When they came to the spot where the workman 
first found the little child, to their amazement they found a 
hardy growth of beautiful white chrysanthemums. , 


Since that time, the chrysanthemum has been 
“Christmas flower.” . called the 


Chat of the Week 


The Christmas Cri, 


FATHER RAY GRIBBIN 


] T is almost Christmas, 
everywhere in the world. 
And everywhere in the 
world the people who know 
the Infant Jesus and believe 
that He is God are preparing 
for the great day. 

Some of them are not able 
to prepare very much, Some 
of them, like the poor people 
of Hungary, will have no 
toys, no gay lights, no. fancy 
foods. But somehow, I think, 
even these people will find a 
way to have a Crib. 

After all, it doesn’t take 
much to make a crib. A few 
sticks will do. They can be 


nailed together or tied to- 


gether. They don’t have to 
be pretty. They don’t have 
to be terribly strong. 

Once the sticks are put to- 
gether to make a kind of box 
the only thing that is lack- 
ing is hay. And if there 
isn’t any hay, dry grass will 
serve as well. The animals 
are not very particular. All 
they ask is that whatever is 
in the crib be good to eat. 

Yes, we have to think of 
the animals! Cribs belong to 
animals, for a-crib is a place 
for animal’s food, 


My C bristmas 
Greeting 


Lrt up your heart this 
Christmas Day 
To greet the Child Divine. 


. Who comes to you at Holy 


Mass 
Beneath the Bread and Wine. 
I send you on this joyous 
feast | 
Two blessings: His and mine. 
—Fr. Edmund, C.D. 


Oh, I know that 
‘ toda 
when people talk abort 
cribs we think of 


little beds for babie oe 
think of clean white ian 
and fluffy blankets But 
long, long ago.a crib was not 
a bed for a baby. It Was a 
box for the food of animals 


When Jesus was Ro 
had no bed. And aaa 
Mary and Joseph looked for 
a place to lay Him they 
found only the animal's food 
box. It wasn’t much. they 
thought, but at least it was 
off the floor. And the hay 
inside of it was clean. So 
they laid Jesus in the ‘hoy 
of animals’ food. 

Now, we all know that 
Jesus is God. We know that 
He planned when and how 
He would be born. So He 
must have planned this also. 
He must have planned the 
cave, and the animals, and 
the food box. He must have 
wanted people throughout 
the rest of time to look at 
the Crib and think. of food. 

It is easy to do. We can 
look at the Crib, look at the 
figure of the Infant. and 
think, “That Crib holds food. 
The hay is for the animals. 
The Infant Jesus is .. . for 
me!” 

We can see right away 
what Jesus wants of us. He 
wants our bodies to be cribs, 
He wants to be placed in 
them, as the hay is placed 
in the box. He wants to 
come into the crib of our 
bodies, so that our souls may 
have Him for their Food. 

This is one of the most 
important lessons of the 
Christmas Crib, that this In- 
fant Jesus, the Son of Mary 
and the Son of God, is the 
Food of our souls. 


_. 


: t! 
— Don Vittengl 
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I have my own place in which I prefer to 
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sa ror staff and co-workers join me in wishing likewise masterpieces of the “spirit of ’76.” 10 ie 
out 1. a Merry Christmas and a Happy : ; MISSIONARIES his all! ’ 
Se Year! WHO ISN’T INTERESTED Vocation Director YS onchetienge 
od. Techny, {)., or Bordentown, New Jersey that 
om COME TO MY CHURCH? Ayo now to the brighter side—still Se RRS 
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7 , 


only for college students but for everyone © 
interested—and who isn’t? You can get a 
supply of stamps by sending in a donation 
which ‘will cover the cost of printing and 
mailing your stamps. 

Address your correspondence to the 
American World Council of World Actions 


his means that it makes no difference to 
the them which church they attend, although 

they may have one of their own choice. 
they do nothing contrary to their 
general belief if they go to your church 
now and then. Next Sunday they may be 


VOCATIONS—WOMEN 


; “| CARMELITE SISTERS 
Best Source of Vocations 


in some other church with some other Of the Divine Heart of Jesus | 
friends. for the Freedom of Hungary, St. Mary’s Newly published booklet by Father Frank gy — a . ——— “f 

Also, it must be remembered that with College, ‘Winona, Minnesota. Gartland, C.8.C., pointing out altar boys| Jesus by ‘aking care of ehlidren, the aged 
Protestants. the social angle of religion is as the most fertile field for stimulating | or missions. poly to the 


vocations te the Priesthood. Illustrated. 
Ideal for Serra Club work. Only 10¢ each, 
$5.25 per 100 from Our Sunday Visitor. 


Reverend Mother Provincial 


highly prominent. Thus their churches are, 1214 Kavanaugh Place, W tosa 13, Wis. 
vana auwat ’ 


among, other things, a place to meet friends 


and to extend to them “the right hand of 
fellowship.” Sig? 3 
Catholics must be careful not to give 

Protestant friends the idea that our church- 
®s are some sort of social headquarters, 
or that we are a mere social “group,” as 
some of our brotherhood friends like to 
Class us. A Catholic goes to Church to pray. 
His church is a House of God and God is 
present there. 
: When we invite friends to go to Church 
with us, We must get it over to them that 
ve want them to have a:look at the way 
- do things in Church, that we are asking 
: em to come and pray with us, or at least 
- With us while we pray. This ‘has little 
0 do with social give-and-take. 
m Thus when they" ask us to go to their 
Sureh, they will know that the only rea- 
we go to church—any church—is to 
pray. They will understand that we have 


The Road to Bethlehem 


(Continued from page 1) said to St. Jerome 
praying in the very cave of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem: “Give me your sins’—and 
your sorrow for them. Look upon Him Who 
is “the Light of the World” and show Him 
the darkness of your mind that He may 
brighten it more and more with the splen- 
dor of His truth. Look upon Him Who 
is the Friend of Sinners, the Divine Healer 
of Souls, and tell Him of your weakness, 
the-.- wayward and perverse inclinations of 
your heart, the folly that leads you into 
sin, the search for happiness that ends in 
misery, that He may strengthen you with 
His own life and feed your hunger with His 
own love. Look upon Him Who is the Good 
Samaritan and bring to Him the wasted 
bodies of your. sick and dying that He may 
mark out for them in His own Precious 
Blood the pathway to heaven and comfort 


From Southern States, please ask 


Hantington, Indiana. for information at: 


Flower Haven 


— 


Little 
8585 La Mesa Bivd., La Mesa, Calif. 


SECURITY 
in time and eternity 


Many young women have found it as members of 


Our wr of Victory Missionary Sisters. Why 
shouldn’t you? Ma , | 


The Sisters teach religion to Catholic children 
who attend public schools. They visit homes and 
win souls for Christ. They invite you to 
them in this wonderful work. 


Find out for yourself. Write today for free in- 
formation and literature. 
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PATHS TO CHRIST 


Forty intimate, revealing conversion stories, 225 pages. $1.50 


HAPPY MARRIAGE 
Guidance before and after. $1.50 per copy 
SHARING THE FAITH 


Helps to gain one convert each year. 246 pages. $1.00 per copy 


THE TRUTH ABOUT MIXED MARRIAGES 


Result of exhaustive research. 96 pages. 50 cents per copy 


WHAT’S THE TRUTH ABOUT CATHOLICS? 


famous 280-page volume about belief and practice. $1.25 ea. 
Poular Quiz Edition with 350 questions & answers. $1.50 ea, 
Reference volume, cloth bound, without Quiz. $2.50 per copy 


FAITH OF MILLIONS 


World-famed book of doctrine and practices. $1.75. Cloth: $2.50 


Order any o: all for the Book Department 


OUR SUND. Y VISITOR, Huntington, Indiana 
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FAMILY DIGEST 


fanuery (957 25 cents 


FOR JANUARY, 1957 


begins a grand new year 
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of wholesome, enjoyable 


reading for thousands of 


families, including hundreds 
who receive this, the first 
copy of their Christmas 
gift subscriptions! 


these reading treats... 


WHO KILLED ANNY SHAY? 
Pfe, Kruse wasn’t the guilty one 


HOW TO PICK MOVIES FOR YOUR CHILDREN 
It’s up to the parents to pick the right ones 
THE PROBLEM OF FAMILY LIMITATION 
A realistic look at the factors involved 
TREATED LIKE A DOG 
Why was his wife treating him like one? 
‘THE CATHOLIC ALCOHOLIC 
A terrifying problem and some answers 
FACTS AND FICTION ABOUT YOUR TONSILS 
A tonsillectomy is no longer routine 
HOW TO RAISE A FATHER 
So much a father learns from his daughter 
: CAN YOU MANAGE MONEY? 
| Study this quiz and find your rating 
_ SHEAR FANATICISM 
Clippings were making her home burst 
NOW THAT I AM A GRANDPOP 
keep the youngsters smiling : 


Condensed Book —~ CRIPPLED VICTORY 
She and her son won over tremendous odds 


and still much more in this new issue! 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT RATES 


(EFFECTIVE ONLY UNTIL DECEMBER 31st) 


$3.00 for first one-year n 
_ 4, YOR ORC OR A 
$2.00 for each additional one-year gift 
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Charlie Callahan's 
OCHIAI 
‘What About The Dons?’ 


1 


where. 


A FEW notes on basketball... 
There are many who believe that last year’s Uni- 


versity of San Francisco quintet was the greatest col- 


legiate team ever assembled. Such believers have an 
argument or two to use in their favor. For one thing, 
you can’t do better than win every game you play, 
and the Dons of a year ago won them all easily. But 
what about the current 1956-57 campaign for Coach 
Phil Woolpert and his lads? } 

During the course of the football season, I bumped 
into Bob Brachman, sports writer for the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner. He was travelling in the midwest and 
east with the San Francisco "49ers pro football team. 
Brachman is acknowledge as a real basketball expert. 
So, naturally, I asked: “What about the Dons this 
year?” 

Brachman said: “They'll be good, real good. Not 
up to last year’s team, of course, but then that club 
was the best of all. This year’s team, you understand, 
could conceivably be the best in the country, and still 
not be quite as wonderful as that fabulous team of 
last season. Overall, I would think that they will rate 
somewhere among the first ten teams of the nation.” 


So the situation still sounds just dandy for basket- 
ball addicts located in or near the wonderful town of 
San Francisco. And this is truly amazing because how 
would you ordinarily figure that a team could lose 
three stars like Bill Russell and K. C. Jones, both All 
Americans, and also Hal Perry, and still be among the 
country’s best. 


It would also seem that the Dons will be favored 
to represent the West Coast once again in N.C.A.A. 
tournament play. The other two perennial basketball 
powers of that area have been U.C.L.A. and the Uni- 
versity of Washington. Because of certain discussions 
and penalties coming out of the Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence, those two teams are not eligible for N.C.A.A., 
tournaments for a year or two. 


Who are the folks playing for U.S.F. this year? 
Well, there is a six-nine guy named Art Day, who has 
the slightly unenviable task of replacing another six- 
niner—the All-American guy called Russell; Return- 
ing starters, at, the forward berths, are Mike Farmer, 
six-seven, and Carl Boldt, six-four. Depth adding 
subs on the front line include Mike Preaseau, six-five, 
and Jerry Robinson, six-seven. 

The two starting guards are Gene Brown, six- 
three, a good outside shooter, and Dave Lillevand, a 
mere five-eleven sophomore, 


Tue Olympics are over. It can be recalled here, 
from several months back, that Alex Wilson, Notre 
Dame track coach, was quoted as saying that the 
United. States would win the track and field title, and 
that Russia would probably win the overall champion- 
ship. And that is the way it came out. 


As you may or may not know, there is no official 
team scoring in the Olympics. It is based on individual 
competition. But since the Associated Press keeps an 
unofficial total, every four years you have an unoffi- 
cial team winner. Four years ago in Finland it was 
the good old U.S.A. This time, it was Russia. And 


why have excuses that we Americans are not much ’ 


interested in gymnastics, Greco-Roman wrestling, 
canoeing, cycling, etc.? The Russians won in the over- 
all competition, so why not just step up and say con- 
gratulations. (I’m not much interested either in gym- 
nastics, canoeing, cycling, and have no idea of what 
Greco-Roman wrestling consists . . . In fact, I don’t 
care for weight-lifting in which, by the way, we did 
rather well... But every man to his own sport and 
more power to the Russians if they gained the most 
points in the greater number of events.) 


The gold medal (first place) winners from Cath- 


olic colleges were: Charley Jenkins, Villanova, who 


won the 400-meter dash; Harold Connolly, Boston 
College, who won the hammer throw, and Tom Court- 
ney, Fordham, who won the 800-meter race. 

« I mentioned above Mr, Wilson and indicated that 
he was a pretty good predictor. But don't give him too 
many medals as a prognosticator. He said that Arnie 
Sowell of Pittsburgh would win the 800-meter run, 
This corner debated the point, and said that Courtney, 


the lad from Fordham, would be in front. 


As for Courtney’s win, I'll quote Bob Considine, 

with what, to me, was the most beaut 
se ial Australia: se ai 
“Fordham-trained Tom Courtney ran one of the 
greatest and probably the most gruelling race of his 
career to win the 800-meter event. Sixty yards from 
home he saw the lead taken away from him by the 
jaughty charge of Britain’s Derek 


“Tt did not seem humanly possible for Courtney 
anybody else to catch the surging Englishman. But 
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A VERY merry Christmas to all folks every- 
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Non-Catholie Friends 


copies of these convincin pocket 
booklets of facts and truths. ped copies 
in public places. Select any 6 fo, 50¢; 
any three for 25c. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT CATHOLICS. 
iS ONE RELIGION 
AS GOOD AS ANUTHER? 
WHICH {8 CHRIST’S TRUE CHURCH? 


STORY OF THE BIBLE WHO is JEsUs? A oe 
GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR SALVATION — 
THE SEARCH FOR GoD would 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST INC. saw—tl 

WHY YOU SHOULD BE A CATHOLIC Channi 
NOW HEAR OUR SIDE! Lowe, 

DOES IT MATTER MUCH Mamie 
WHAT MAN BELIEVES? ews 
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3 Guide to Family Entertainment 


l Required Reading 


. TIMES I pity you folks. You 
7 all day and when you get home 
ork, other chores. to be done. By that 
gar after the time you’ve eaten, the 
: etty well gone and you sometimes 
9 bed with an unfulfilled in- 
4—you just can’t seem to find the time 
- rove your minds with the best in 
. orica’s current literature. 
1 figure the least I can do for you— 
seeing it’s almost Christ- 
| mas—is to give you some 


‘sre eae ae 2 & @ a 


iT o got 


amazing literary field: the 
fan magazines. 

For instance in this 
month’s Modern Screen 
Louella Parsons tells us 
what’s going on in the 
land of the stars: “Of 
course, Frank Sinatra’s 
current heartbeat Kim 
Novak was very much 
present in a_ backless 
kelly-green satin evening 
gown, which showed Kim has put = 
poundage, although she said she wasn't 
any heavier. | knew she’s been on a diet 
as SOON as she came in. . . At 6 a.m. Nancy 
Berg (a N.Y. model and TV actress) either 
jumped or fell into the Sands pool in her 
elaborate evening gown. Sinatra obligingly 
fished her out. (I heard later that he and 
Kim Novak had a battle which could have 
heen about this—but it didn’t last long 
because she was back next weekend with 
t Byer mother. I think Kim has a big crush 
cH? M. Frank, which I doubt he is taking as 
. usly as .she.) ... Good heavens, it 


John Fitzgerald 


ON seri | : 

would be impossible to name everyone J 
. sw—the Gabors, Glynis John, Carol 
LIC Channing and her bridegroom: Charles 


lowe, June Haver. and Fred MacMurray, 
Mamie Van Doren, Jane Withers, Susan 
Hayward (looking beautiful)—and just 
VERYBODY.:. « 

“With all the big parties, premieres, 


nightclub events, cocktail soirees and 
ie: heaven knows what else going on early in 
the Hollywood social season, I say you 


have to have the endurance of a race horse 
and the insomnia of a night owl to make 
all the rounds.” 
Yeah, I know, Louella, but we gotta 
keep up our strength—our ré€aders are de- 
pending on us. 

Later Louella writes in her Las Vegas 
Memos: “John Ireland looking nervous 
when I passed him sitting at a table in 
the lounge of the Sands with a really 
beautiful girl named Venita Ratcliff. He 
wants to make up with Joanne Dru and 
they had a battle royal over the long-dis- 
lance ‘phone over the eye-filling Miss Rat- 
cliff. Said John ‘What the devil—I just 
tant sit home and wait for Joanne NOT 
: lo come back to me. . .’?” 
yord Well, that’s one way of looking at it. 

_ Later on we see Tony Curtis and his 
wife Janet Leigh bending over the horo- 
er scope of their newborn first child. Tony 


speaks, <a 
— “‘Gosh! How can they tell all this 
tbout her already, when she’s only a few 
— months old?’ 
J Oh, honey, you know what astology 
. Janet was quick to fill in, ‘they figure 
oe al very scientifically, depending on the 
“a and the year you were born, even the 
pts sy and the minute—and the relation of 
a othe and the moon’and the planets to 
form t b other, I really don’t know much about 
— ' ut a friend of mine was quite good at 
enh seat a It was incredible the things she 
V uld figure out by astrology.’ ” 
— #. hey go on in their study of how to 
mg up baby, Tony speaks again. 
fend af There, that part about the members 
, God ye family unde each other. 
scion do — for you, okay Janet? You’re one 
Saint dg ° understands me better than I un- 
— hey and myself, sometimes. But you? I'll 
Hy «Live so long I should understand you!” 
noe you _dhat’s just because I’m a woman, 
ot * Aloe and Janet’s index finger went 
— Ton ; on the Curtis torso again while 
Mrs. ~Y, Sook over in the reading department. 
= BR "isious ja IE sn BP al 
he ‘Talning,’ said, interrip 
‘nay this time. ‘I'd like her to attend as 
ia y churches ag : . & 
nets Ed enous possible, as soon as she’s 
in the ©. © appreciate what’s going on 
a 


Looking and Listening 


of the high spots in that 


By JOHN E. FITZGERALD 


feels happiest with. Some peo 

criticize me for this, and call acai 
around for a religion. And I suppose maybe 
it is. But it’s a pet theory of mine that no 
individual should impose a religious belief 
on another individual—each of us should 
be free to worship as we choose!’ ” 


| We learn more about this ha ho 

in Motion Picture magazine which eves 
us a description of Tony’s day. It starts at 
7:30 (evidently with a fan magazine writer 
poised over his bed, Tony opens his eyes.) 


“He scowls. He glances around .the 
room, Finally his gaze comes to rest on the 
tousled blonde head of his sleeping wife 
beside him. His eyes soften as he admires 
the Sweet curve of her cheek against the 
pillow. He leans over and very gently 
kisses her. Then, moving carefully so that 
Janet will not be disturbed, he slips out 
from under the covers. 


: “He yawns and rubs the top of his head 
with his fingers. Without bothering about 
robe or slippers, he ambles off to the bath- 
room. Wrapping a towel around his middle, 
he sticks his tongue out at the mirror. 
grimacing horribly, and brushes his teeth.” 

We'll give the man time to gargle and 
wash up before we return to him... Aha, 
now he is washed and curried. 


“In the dressing room adjoining his 
bathroom, Tony has 4 wardrobe of about 
20 suits, 25 pairs of slacks, 50 pairs of 
shoes, four or five dozen shirts and more 
than 100 neckties. . .” Tony dresses... 

Shall we move on? We might read the 
story about Yul Brynner, star of The King 
and I, It’s called “The Sexiest Bald-Headed 
Man in the World.” Oh; well, let’s not. 
Turning the page we can read a story 
about Dick Powell and his wife June Ally- 
son. It begins: “The editors of Modern 
Screen are as romantic as the next roman- 
ticist. Every year when June and Richard 
Powell would announce plans for a trip, 
we'd sigh a little. . .” 

Somehow I never finished that article. 
One I did enjoy was Mitzi Gaynor telling 
me “How I stay size 10.” She tells about 
first meeting her husband. Mitzi speaks. 

“*The first thing I noticed about Jack,’ 
Mitzi says now, ‘was how very fit he was— 
not an ounce of extra fat on him anywhere. 
I rernember thinking that he was so lean 
and muscular that you could have scratch- 
ed a match on his chest anywhere and 
made it light. I kept thinking about that 
all the way home.’ ” 

It is food for thought, isn’t it? 

Another magazine has an article with 
the intriguing title of Don’t Kid Me— 
WOMEN LIKE TO BE SLAPPED! By Dan 
Duryea. 

See what you’re missing in not reading 
more widely? 

_ « + 


"Twas the night before Christmas and 
all was so jolly 

In the York, that was New and the 
Wood that was Holly . 

So let’s look at some last muinute 


‘Christmas gifts in the Christmas record de- 


partment. 

. Decca’s Christmas Sing With Bing 
Around The World is a nice one and is 
the transcription of last year’s enormously 
popular C3S Radio presentation. The var- 
iety of artists and selections plus the quality 
of the program seem to make it look like 
this record will be followed by many more 
as Christmas singing with Bing catches 
on and heads towards being & tradition. 

And traditional melodies are skillfully 
and beautifully handled by the Roger Wag- 
ner Chorale in Capitol’s Joy To The 
World. This one has a specific charm of 
its own. Hear it and you'll agree. 

RCA Camden has Domenico Savino 
and the Rome Festival Orchestra in 
Christmas Party. This is a bit above aver- 
age but not outstanding. It blends tradi- 
tional and modern melodies with winter 
stuff and things like “Rudolph the Red- 

indeer.” 
page Prose has tied in its recording of 
The Coming of the King with Prentice 
Hall’s book of the same name (for chil- 
dren). The book is the story of the Nativity 
by Norman Vincent Peale. The reeord = 
narrated by David Wayne with music by 
Don Gillis. A clever idea for the Christmas 
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poor Near East 
Pontifical Midnight 


from the Manger. 
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THERE WAS 
MAKE 


however you write 


‘doesn’t matter. But it 
‘matter very much that we have 
two MANUELS—one 
Jala near Bethlehem and the 
‘other in India, ‘both of whom 
‘need a friend to give the $100 
we need each year for the six 
years to train them as priests. 


Won’t you help on 


@ GREETINGS FROM THE MANGER < 


On this 
benefactors for their many 
ca ad “eg 
na an r 
Archbishop Gori, the t 


factors; also, ten of his 
eut Christmas morning for them. Thus, do 
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We think of Father Kin 
Bethlehem on Christmas. 
you a mite for him this Christmas? Or a FOOD PACKAGE ($10) 
We'll send for each pack a ROSARY FROM THE HOLY LAND. 

EMMANUAL 

MANUEL, or Emmamuel — 


__ We are hoping that many of our friends will remember our Holy 
Father with a “stringless gift” for Christmas. Such gifts enable him 
_to do enormous good for the poor in the Holy Lands. 


(a1 Near East Nissions ah 


Francis Cardinal Spellman, President 
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ee ee ee a eae } 


with hearts full of 
kindnesses 


Mass at the Grotto in 
riests will each offer a 


May the Babe guard you 


NO ROOM IN THE INN FOR THE CHILD. 
ROOM FOR HIM IN YOUR WILL. 

as he visits his peor Arab refugees in 
e tries to fill their many needs. Ha 


GOD WITH US 

Hama, an almost entirely 
Moslem town in the Syrian des- 
ert, has 500 Catholics who want 
to say, “God is with us.” Now 
Mass is said in a room smaller 
than a modest living room. The 
Greek. Orthodax there, with no 
church at all, would gladly join 
our people, if we had room. 
We need $3,000 to build a small 
e? chapel. 
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Msgr. Peter P. Tuohy, Nat'l Sec’y 
Send all communications to: 


CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 


480 Lexington Ave. at 46th St. New York 17,N. Y. 


(40-42). Smal 
yards 35-inch fabric. 
cluded in pattern. 


No. 9278 — Double duty apron! But- 
ton on the bib for kitchen duty; take it 
off ne time to serve. Misses’ Sizes | 
Small (14 ey Medium (18, 20); Lorpe 

Size, full apron takes 2%, | | 


Price of Pattern 35c¢ in U. S$. A. and 
40c in Canada or foreign countries, 


IS ¢ SCIATICA « ism 


NEURIT , 
Why continue to suffer —~s pains when 
usual remedies have failed. Learn how 
thousands have been successfully treated by 
an amazing new method which is fully e#- 
lained in our New FREE Book. Don't wa 
rite today. No obligation. 


EXCELSIOR INSTITUTE, 
Dept. C-9907 Excelsior Springs, Me. 


ACADEMY FOR ADULTS 
Dept. OR-126d, 30 W. Washington, Chicago, til. 


New Revised Edition 
EFFECTIVE DEC., 1956 

Send today for 
your own 


FREE COPY 


Completely classified 
and indexed for quick 
reference. 24 pages. 
Lists oe of in- 


b- 
lications available 
new. Helpful aid for 
discussion clubs stua- 
dents, writers, edu- 
cators and librarians, 


Our Sunday Visitor 


Huntington, Indiana ) 


Everything to Gain 
Instructions for converts. 


This newly revised edition 
written by Father Richard 
Ginder, explains some of the 
motives which lead more 
than 137,300 American adults 
in 1954 alone to enter the . 
| Catholic Church. Over 270/ 


Flower transfer in- 


Loura Wheeler's Needlecraft Book 


oe EELS. 
Z wick aalt 


‘pages, paper—cover, with dis- 

on club aids. Only $1.25. 
_ each d from Our Sun 
| day Ind 


P.O. Box 334 
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scription prices will be $2.00 


Special 


Pre-Publication 
Rate 


to neem of OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 


After the first issue of MY ae VISITOR is on sale, the sub- 


r one year; $5.00 for three years, 
Single copies will sell for 20 cents each. 


; However, with this advance announcement we offer to our 
readers a special Pre-Publication Rate—EIGHT FULL MONTHS 
FOR ONLY $1.00—slightly over 12 cents per copy. ; 


Take full advantage of this generous offer—fill in the coupon 
order below with your full name and complete address. Send 
your order with payment now. Your first copy of MY DAILY 
VISITOR will be delivered to you prior to February first. 


| 
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Pre-Pablie ation Order Form 


“MY DAILY VISITOR, _ | 
Our Sunday Visitor, Inc., Huntington, Indiana 


Tam glad to take advantage of your special Pre-Publi- 
cation Offer. Please enter my introductory eight- 
month subscriptior to receive the new MY DAILY 
‘VISITOR, starting with the February 1957 issue. My 

" payment of one dollar is enclosed. | 


j eo. 3 
. : ~ PLEASE PRINT 


NAME ....... , — - ae 


Created to fill an urgent need among Americas Catholics . . 


My DAILY VISITOR |, 


This NEW dual-purpose publication each month gives 
oot 


spiritual assistance daily in this streamlined age 


THERE'S NOTHING COMPARABLE to this new periodical 
... although there is evidence ofa growing need for it. MY 
DAILY VISITQR will help you set your pace for living. It con- 
tains short reflections to be read in a few minutes each morn- 
ing, then kept in mind throughout your day. Here you also find 
the complete Mass for each Sunday and holyday in the month, 
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Meditations published in MY DAILY 
VISITOR are to the point. They are brief— 
150 words. They are taken from the spirit- 
ual classics .. . “The Imitation” and “The 
Devout Life” — from spiritual writers like 
Cardinal Newman, Fathers Maturin, Boy- 
lan, Marmion, Considine and many others. 


The editorial content for MY DAILY 
VISITOR is selected* by Father Richard 
Ginder, Associate Editor of Our Sunday 
Visitor, editor of The Priest magazine 
and author of numerous books and pam- 
phlets. During the course of each year out- 
standing Catholic authors will serve as 
guest editors for particular issues. This will 
assure a wide variety of well chosen topics 
for daily meditation and spiritual direction 
in every copy of this new publication. 
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AND THE MASS 
FOR EACH SUNDAY 


MY DAILY VISITOR is also & new Sunday 
Missal every month. It is compact — fit 
easily into pocket or purse. There are 64 
pages of large, legible type for effortless 
reading. 


We are urged to PRAY THE MASS, 


In order to fully participate with the priest re - 
in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass we should =" 
offer thé same prayers with him. My er th 


DAILY VISITOR, written completely inj’ 


live an 

English, will prove unusually convenient bound] 
On 

each Sunday and Holyday. oPliy 
Parents will find the smaller siz, gale ' 
large clear type and easy-to-follow presen oad 


pi henon 
lives. 

mation 
cades, . 
that w 
reserv¢ 
beyond 


tation will prove invaluable in training 
their children to follow the Mass. These 
same features will be appreciated by those 
persons confined to their homes. or i 
hospitals. 
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{eM ST. IGNATIUS FEB. 1 i 
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oy | star 
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a s ST. JEROME, explaining those paradoxical _ ons 
Lae words of the Proverbs: “Even the just (saintly compl 
4 man) will fall sevén times a day,” proposes T 
: 4 to himself these queries: “If he is a saint, how oa 
rf does he fall seven times a day? And, if he imp 
" falls so often, how can he still be called a brat 
‘i saint?” And he solves the problem by saying: . 
re A man is always entitled to be called a saint the ur 
5 provided he repents and gets up after every frm -; 
ea one of his falls.” amp 
eo ; B) 
a AND SO we arrive at the logical con- Ma 
i) clusion that there are two genuine ways of 
Ny being saintly and of pleasing God: the first a 
i is not to sin, and the second is paris to get “4 
Bs up after each fall. 4 
“a me a 
it LOOK at your hands right now. They * 
are clean not because they never got soiled, , 
but because you wash them every time they 4 
- Set dirty. It is the same with your soul, y 
Mary! (900 days indulgence) Be 


